
OLVER ANNOUNCES $1.25 MILLION IN GRANTS TO COMMUNITY HEALTH CONNECTIONS FAMILY HEALTH CENTER OF FITCHBURG

  
        WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has awarded two grants totaling $1.25 million to Community Health Connections (CHC) Family Health Center of Fitchburg.

Grant to Establish a Homeless/Public Housing Health Program ($650,000)

  HHS awarded CHC Family Health Center a $650,000 grant to establish a Homeless/Public Housing Health Program to serve the homeless and low-income, uninsured and underinsured residents in public housing in the North Central Massachusetts area.

    The Homeless/Public Housing Program will provide a primary care medical van which will travel to public housing and other locations in North Central Massachusetts five days a week to make services more accessible to low-income populations. The grant will also provide a new dental site in Winchendon.  This is the first community health center dental program in Winchendon.  While the target populations are the homeless and those in public housing, the program will be open to all low-income individuals in Winchendon.

  "Community health centers are one of the most efficient ways to provide quality health care to the poor and underserved," Congressman John Olver said. "They provide critical services, including preventative care, to the most vulnerable populations who aren't receiving necessary medical services elsewhere.  This program will reduce barriers to health care by allowing CHC to bring their much-needed services to those who need them."

    Robert H. Johnson, President/CEO of CHC Family Health Center, said, "We are very excited  to be able to deliver services to the most needy in our communities where the health care needs are so great and barriers to existing care make access very difficult. This program will serve over 6,000 people who are either homeless or in public housing."   CHC Family Health Center of Fitchburg was one of 86 organizations in the country and three in the state to receive a grant to establish a new health care access point.  Federal funds could be delivered as early as this July.  The program is estimated to begin in October, 2007.

Grant to Expand Medical Services ($600,000)

  HHS awarded CHC Family Health Center a $600,000 grant to expand medical services at CHC's Fitchburg clinic and to add a new site in Leominster to serve low-income, uninsured and underinsured residents.

    "There is a great need in the North Central area for good quality, reliable and accessible health care," Congressman John Olver said.  "I am pleased that this funding will help CHC Family Health Center of Fitchburg to serve more people in our community." 

   "We are very pleased to receive this grant as the demand for medical, dental, mental health and pharmacy services continue to grow.  The Fitchburg site services currently services 22,000 patients.  The expansion of the Fitchburg site and addition of the Leominster site will allow CHC to serve 30,000 patients," said Robert H. Johnson, President/CEO of CHC Family Health Center.  "And that's exciting news," he added. 

    CHC Family Health Center of Fitchburg was one of 132 organizations in the country and one of six in the state to receive a grant to expand services.  Federal funds could be delivered as early as this July, with expansion being planned now.

    Olver is a member of the Congressional Community Health Center Caucus, which works to increase funding for community health centers and open more of them throughout the nation.  In addition, he is Chairman of the Appropriations subcommittee on Transportation and Housing and Urban Affairs (HUD), which funds public housing programs.

   CHC has been in operation for five years and provides primary health care, dental services, mental health and substance abuse services and referrals to other diagnostic, specialty and ancillary services.  CHC currently serves 22,000 patients at its Fitchburg facility and 8,000 patients at its satellite site in Gardner.  CHC employs 140 staff and has brought over $35 million in health care funding for residents of North Central Massachusetts.

  # 

                                            For additional information, contact Robert H. Johnson, President/CEO of CHC Family Health Center, at 978-878-8510.
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